UMKC Student Announces Plans to Run for Missouri Legislature

A 24-year old UMKC student, who says he supports tax breaks as an incentive to bring industry into the state, announced Thursday his candidacy for the Illinois General Assembly from the 58th district.


The student, Jim Williamson, a Republican, said in an interview that more industry would mean more jobs and more state tax revenue. This, he said, would lower individual taxes overall.


Private industry could be encouraged to come to Missouri if new businesses were given tax breaks for their first few years of operation, said Williamson, a junior in journalism and political science.


Williamsons said he would also like to see property taxes in Missouri eliminated.


“If nothing else, let’s make it equitable,” he said.


He pointed out that most Missouri property owners are assessed a tax based on 23 percent of the value of their property; however, that in Jackson County, property taxes are based on 16 to 18 percent of property value.


“This great big gap is simply criminal,” Williamson said.


The state should also investigate alternative energy sources “no matter how wild an idea it is,” Williamsons said.


He said he would also like to see higher pay for police officers.


Williamson will be entered in the Republican primary to be held March 21, while the election will come in November.

